2022 Houston Highland Games
Athletics - Piping - Clans - Vendors

April 9, 2022
Humble Civic Center & Arena Complex
8233 Will Clayton Pkwy
Humble, Texas

Presented by
Houston Highland Games Assn.
www.houstonhighlandgames.com

Ceud Mille Failte!
A Hundred Thousand Welcomes!
The Houston Highland Games Association (HHGA) proudly presents this 9 April 2022 Day of
Scottish and Celtic culture to residents and visitors of the Greater Houston Area. Highland
Games and Scottish Festivals have experienced explosive and exciting growth over the past 66
years, not only in the United States but also worldwide. The Grandfather Mountain Highland
Games have been held annually since 1956. Fifty-one years ago, on 25 April 1971, the first
Highland Games in this Area was held in the Alief High School Stadium.
We welcome and encourage all to explore, experience, participate, and, above all, enjoy the
varied and unique cultural events. We seek to remind Scots, the sons and daughters of Scots,
and sympathetic observers, of the brilliant heritage of many centuries. If you are a Scot, you
will discover much to be proud of!... If you are not, become a “Scot for the Day”
We invite you to share in our fun and enthusiasm: Join us and become a member of HHGA
today!
Beannachd Dia dhuit! (The Blessings of God be with you!)
Melvyn Douglass, FSA Scot
President, Houston Highland Games Association (HHGA)
P.O. Box 66, Bellaire, Texas 77402-0066

HHGA Board of Directors &
Games Committees
President
Vice President for Site Coordination

Melvyn Douglass, FSA Scot.
Ron Ammons

Vice President for Ways & Means

Robin McLeod Ingram

Vice President for Competitive Events

Heather Smith Vacker

Recording Secretary

Robin McCord

Membership Secretary

Jeanette Douglass

Treasurer

Michelle Belanger

Directors at Large
Life Members

Patrons

Jean Pirtle, Max Triola
Donald Finley, Todd McGlauchlin, Emmett McCormick, Heather
Smith Vacker, Rosemary Smith Bunch, Barbara Bell Brisch, Douglas
Beaton, Stephen McIntyre, Scott MacDonald
Michelle Napier Belanger, Duane Stuart, Gwen L Hulsey, Heather
Linn, Sam Caldwell, Vizi Caldwell, Ron Ammons, Melvyn Douglass,
Jeanette McBee‐Douglass

Heavy Athletics Chair

Duane Schroedter

Piping Chair

Michelle Belanger

Special Attractions Chair
Vendor Chair
Clans & Societies Chair
Trophies & Medals Chair
Program Layout

Jean Pirtle
Kelly Elliott
Karen Peterson
Heather Smith Vacker
Robin McCord

2022 Schedule of Events
8:30‐9:00 am
9:30 am

Athletes – All classes check in
Solo Piping / Quartet check in
Heavy Athletics begin
3 stations throwing simultaneously
Classes:

Men Open – all classes
Women Open – all classes
Novice

Solo Piping competition begins
Piping Quartet competition to follow

On the Entertainment Stage
9:40 am

Welcome from Master of Ceremonies, Kent Hargett of
Godfrey’s Rangers

10:00 am

Houston Highlanders Pipe & Drum Band

10:30 am

Godfrey’s Rangers

11:00 am

Wylde Meade

11:30 am

Gillian Thain School of Highland Dance

12:00 pm

Parade of Clans and Pipe Groups

1:00 pm

Wylde Meade

1:30 pm

Godfrey’s Rangers

2:00 pm

Royal Scottish Country Dance Group

2:30 pm

St. Thomas Episcopal School Pipe Band

3:00 pm

Godfrey’s Rangers

3:30 pm

St Thomas Alumni Pipe Band

4:00 pm

Games End – Athlete of the Day Awards in arena

Piping competition and Houston Horde live action role play
will run continuously throughout the day
Children’s crafts and games all day at table next to entertainment stage
Special thanks to Craig Mallinson and The Red Lion Pub for their Trophy Sponsorship

Highland Games Events
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Highland_games)
In their original form many centuries ago, Highland games revolved around athletic
and sports competitions. Though other activities were always a part of the
festivities, many today still consider Highland athletics to be what the games are all
about—in short, that the athletics are the Games, and all the other activities are just
entertainment. Although quite a range of events can be a part of the Highland
athletics competition, a few have become standard.

Caber Toss
A long log is stood upright and hoisted by the competitor
who balances it vertically holding the smaller end in his
hands. Then the competitor runs forward attempting to
toss it in such a way that it turns end over end with the
upper (larger) end striking the ground first. The smaller
end that was originally held by the athlete then hits the
ground in the 12 o'clock position measured relative to
the direction of the run. If successful, the athlete is said
to have turned the caber. Cabers vary greatly in length,
weight, taper, and balance, all of which affect the degree
of difficulty in making a successful toss. Competitors are
judged on how closely their throws approximate the
ideal 12 o'clock toss on an imaginary clock.
Stone Put
This event is similar to the modern‐day shot put as seen
in the Olympic Games. Instead of a steel shot, a large
stone of variable weight is often used. There are also
some differences from the Olympic shot put in allowable
techniques. There are two versions of the stone toss
events, differing in allowable technique. The "Braemar
Stone" uses a 20–26 lb stone for men (13–18 lb for
women) and does not allow any run up to the toeboard
or "trig" to deliver the stone, i.e., it is a standing put. In
the "Open Stone" using a 16–22 lb stone for men (or 8–
12 lb for women), the thrower is allowed to use any
throwing style so long as the stone is put with one hand
with the stone resting cradled in the neck until the
moment of release. Most athletes in the open stone
event use either the "glide" or the "spin" techniques.

Scottish Hammer Throw
This event is similar to the hammer throw as seen in
modern‐day track and field competitions, though with
some differences. In the Scottish event, a round metal
ball (weighing 16 or 22 lb for men or 12 or 16 lb for
women) is attached to the end of a shaft about 4 feet in
length and made out of wood, bamboo, rattan, or plastic.
With the feet in a fixed position, the hammer is whirled
about one's head and thrown for distance over the
shoulder. Hammer throwers sometimes employ specially
designed footwear with flat blades to dig into the turf to
maintain their balance and resist the centrifugal forces of
the implement as it is whirled about the head. This
substantially increases the distance attainable in the
throw.
Weight Throw
Also known as the weight for distance event. There are
actually two separate events, one using a light (28 lb for
men and 14 lb for women) and the other a heavy (56 lb
for men, 42 lb for masters men, and 28 lb for women)
weight. The weights are made of metal and have a handle
attached either directly or by means of a chain. The
implement is thrown using one hand only, but otherwise
using any technique. Usually a spinning technique is
employed. The longest throw wins.
Weight Over the Bar
Also known as weight for height. The athletes attempt to
toss a 56‐pound (4‐stone) weight with an attached handle
over a horizontal bar using only one hand. Each athlete is
allowed three attempts at each height. Successful
clearance of the height allows the athlete to advance into
the next round at a greater height. The competition is
determined by the highest successful toss with fewest
misses being used to break tie scores.
Sheaf Toss
A bundle of straw (the sheaf) weighing 20 pounds (9.1 kg)
for the men and 10 pounds (4.5 kg) for the women and
wrapped in a burlap bag is tossed vertically with a
pitchfork over a raised bar much like that used in pole
vaulting. The progression and scoring of this event is
similar to the Weight Over The Bar. There is significant
debate among athletes as to whether the sheaf toss is in
fact an authentic Highland event. Some argue it is
actually a country fair event, but all agree that it is a great
crowd pleaser.

2022 Special Attractions

Wylde Meade

Houston Highlanders Pipes and Drums

Houston based Singer/Songwriters
playing Original, Folk , and Traditional
music as well as covering Nostalgic
Favorites!
celtic.music@aol.com

Gillian Thain School
of Highland Dance
R&I Dance Studio
Spring, TX
www.gillianhighlanddance.com

"Whatever mitigates the woes or increases
the happiness of others, this is my criterion of
goodness; and whatever injures society at
large, or any individual in it, this is my
measure of iniquity.“ Robert Burns 1759‐1796

Special thanks to the
Robert Burns Club of Houston
for their gifts to HHGA
throughout the years

Special thanks to
BSA Troop 1631
for their
volunteer service

St Thomas Alumni Pipe Band

Special thanks to The Fine Arts Foundation, Inc.
for their sponsorship of our entertainment sound system presented by Godfrey's Rangers.
The Fine Arts Foundation, established in Houston in 1986 as a 501 c3 nonprofit organization,
explores and encourages artistic expression through various media, including visual, performing,
literary and digital arts.

2022 Vendors
Douglas N Burns Portraits
+

Green Man Gifts
+

OM Gifts
+

M.I.A.C. Candles
+

Moondrop Curiosities
+

Kilt & Wood
+

Top Hat Catering
+

El Charro Food Truck
+

Kona Ice of Houston
+

Men in Kilts Window & Cleaning Service

Clan Map of Scotland

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scottish_people

2022 Clans and Societies

Cameron
Daughters of the
British Empire
Donnachaidh
Forbes
House of Gordon
Gregor
Hall
Johnston
MacIntyre
MacPherson
McCord
McLeod
McRae
Murray
Stewart
Thompson

2022 Piping Judges
Calum MacDonald has been piping for over 50 years, is a
current member/judge for the EUSPBA and the PPBSO. He
began his piping career with the practice chanter at the age
of 6 and later the bagpipes at the age of 13, all under the
tutelage of his father Roderick W Mac Donald.
He has won numerous awards in the United States,
Canada, and Scotland, his most memorable award being
the “Champion of Champions” P.E.I, Canada.
Calum has been very active in the pipe band circuit.
Currently he plays for the 78th Fraser Highlanders and has
played for the Toronto Police Pipe Band. He was also both
Pipe Sergeant and Pipe Major of the Del Mar and District
Pipe Band from Delaware, USA and was the musical
instructor and Pipe Major of the Grand Celtic Pipe Band
from Fergus, Ontario.
His many years of involvement in piping have given him the
opportunity to play at many Highland dancing competitions
such as the U.S. and Canadian championships. He has
also played in the musical “Brigadoon”, professional
sporting events and diplomatic functions.
Patrick Regan the Bagpiper first took to the stage at age
three, but it took another eight years to convince the bagpipe
to come onstage with him. Since then, he has been regaling
audiences, annoying bagpiping judges, frightening music
teachers, and inspiring students with his mix of music, humor,
and a "terrier-like" determination to take over the world with
the bagpipe.
As an entertainer, Patrick has performed in 49 States, and 14
countries, including "command performances" for the Royal
Families of Jordan and Qatar. Closer to home, this Native
Texan was honored to be a member of the Texas Commission
on the Arts Touring Artist Roster for more than 25 years,
appearing at such venues as the Galveston Opera, the
National Museum of the Pacific War, in Fredericksburg, The
Bass Concert Hall, in Fort Worth, The Texas Folklife Festival,
in San Antonio, The North Texas Irish Festival, in Dallas, and
the Kerrville Folk Festival.

Photo by Diane Ellenberger

Although Patrick has one foot firmly planted on the stage, his other foot rests solidly in the
classroom. As an educator, Patrick first developed a love of teaching after being tricked into
learning by instructors who were later to become his lifelong mentors. From them he developed
his teaching philosophy: "Education is serious, but it doesn't have to be somber." Students who
attend Patrick's classes achieve far more than their minimum requirement of laughter. While
beginners come away with a solid knowledge of the basics, advanced players are treated to deep
insight and understanding of piobaireachd, the classical music of the Great Highland Bagpipe.
Academically, Patrick holds a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Music (Bagpipe) from Carnegie Mellon
University (he was the first survivor of the degree program), along with minors in Drama and
Conducting, a Master of Arts in Adult and Community Education from Indiana University of
Pennsylvania, a Teacher's Certificate from the Scottish Piping and Drumming Qualifications
Board, and the Graduate Certificate from the Eastern United States Pipe Band Association
(EUSPBA). In 2016 he was awarded his PhD in Historical Ethnomusicology at Durham University
in England. Patrick is also a member of the EUSPBA adjudicator's panel, certified to judge all
aspects of piping.

Sponsors

Poggenpohl invented the modern
kitchen and, with a long tradition of
leading‐edge innovation, sustainability
combines architectural concepts and
applications with trend setting design,
superb craftsmanship and technical
precision.

Godfrey’s Rangers
made possible through
a grant from
Jean Pirtle

To learn more visit: www.poggenpohl.com
Or contact Cheryl 201‐654‐2265 or
Cheryl.ruiz@poggenpohl.com
Studio by appointment only

Travis Garms

Ron Ammons

Flowers of the Forest
(HHGA members lost since our last gathering on September 21, 2019)
Theodore "Ted" Simeon Hirtz

2/21/2022

Irene Elizabeth Boyd

1/8/2022

Wayne Clifton Barton

5/20/2021

Dorothy Gilbert Marshall

1/23/2021

David Neil McLane

12/24/2020

Daniel Lester Smith

12/23/2020

Robert H. B. “Bob” Gilbert

10/25/2020

Thomas Franklin "Tom" McCord

8/14/2020

John Douglas Carmichael

2/23/2020

Alexander “Sandy” Uist MacPhee

10/24/2019

Special thanks to
EY
for it’s generous contribution
toward our
2022 Highland Games
Piping Competition

